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National Housing Finance and Investments Limited

National Housing Finance and Investments Limited celebrated International Wom-
en’s Day2022 with the theme of current year ‘#BreakTheBias’ at its Corporate Head 
Office. All women employees Dhaka Division of the company were present at that 
program. Mr. Mohammad Shamsul Islam, Managing Director of NHFIL and Senior 
Officials of Corporate Head Office of NHFIL were also participated in the program. 
Mr. Mohammad Shamsul Islam welcomed and greeted all the female employees 
with gifts as token of appreciation and his inspiring speech. He appreciated the initia-
tive of female employees of NHFIL for celebrating the day each year gracefully for 
motivating all the female employees. In concluding speech, female employees from 
different Branches of NHFIL shared their views about the positive working environ-
ment of NHFIL and the significance of women empowerment that inspire them.

Celebration of Women’s Day-2022

NATIONAL HOUSING NEWS

Flats in Bangladesh witnessed a fresh price increase as realtors are being forced to 
pass on the increased construction cost to customers arising out of soaring prices 
of steel, cement, bricks and other materials. Pent-up demand and the supply disrup-
tion have been fueling the prices of construction raw materials after the coronavirus 
pandemic situation improved globally. The price escalated further following the out-
break of the Russia-Ukraine war from the fourth week of February as Russian firms 
faced problems in exporting products to Europe. Ukraine is also a major supplier of 
finished and semi-finished steel products. Since the disruption to the global supply 
chain has deepened, the prices of rods, cement and other construction raw materi-
als have increased recently in Bangladesh as the country largely relies on imports 
to meet the domestic requirement. Realtors say flats in Dhaka, the biggest market 
for the industry, are as much as 10 per cent more expensive now, depending on 
their locations and amenities, compared to six months earlier. 

Apartment prices going through the 
roof

The Dhaka Stock Exchange (DSE) is planning to launch Real Estate Investment 
Trust (REIT). REIT is a company that owns, operates, or finances income-generat-
ing real estate and it modeled after mutual funds. It pools the capital of numerous in-
vestors. This makes it possible for individual investors to earn dividends from real 
estate investments without having to buy, manage, or finance any properties them-
selves. According to the chairman of Bangladesh Securities and Exchange Commis-
sion (BSEC), the REIT has scope to work to establish livable and planned housing 
along with town planning. The BSEC will form the rules after talking with the related 
business people.

DSE to launch real estate invest-
ment trust

REAL ESTATE NEWS

The Islamic Development Bank (IsDB) will finance Tk 398 crore for the country's cot-
tage, micro, small and medium enterprises (CMSMEs) with a view to propping up 
the businesses hit hard by the pandemic. All Islamic banks, non-bank financial insti-
tutions (NBFIs) and shariah-based windows of conventional lenders will get the 
fund through Bangladesh Bank. The government signed an agreement with the 
IsDB, a multilateral development bank headquartered in Jeddah, in June last year 
to manage the fund in order to bolster the country's CMSME sector. The project will 
contribute to the economic stimulus packages launched by the government for com-
bating the Covid-19 crisis, according to a central bank notice. Lenders will take the 
fund from the project at a maximum profit rate of 4 per cent while the highest rate 
for end users will not surpass 7.18 per cent. Banks and NBFIs will have to submit 
the list of qualified borrowers to the IsDB through the central bank, after which the 
funds will be released to them.

SMEs to get Tk 398cr from Islamic 
Development Bank

As of December 2021, the total disbursement of the 34 institutions stood at 
Tk.67,354 crore, while around one-fifth or 19.33% of the disbursement was classi-
fied. In 2020, the disbursement was Tk.10,053 crore and classified loans were 
15.02%.


